
Anger is a word that can be 
somewhat tricky and difficult to 
define through our modern lan-
guage, and yet it is fairly clear to 

detect when 
someone is 
upset.  Their 
tone of 
voice, body 
language, 
facial ex-
pressions, 
and choice 
of words 
make it obvi-
ous that 
something 
has set them 
off. Think 

about the last time you were up-
set. Were you able to be “angry 
and sin not,” or did your anger 
lead to becoming hurtful to your-
self, and to others?   
     There are many things in our 
day to day lives that can get un-
der our skin. Some are for un-
derstandable reasons and some 
are for little or no reason at all.  
As Christian disciples of Jesus 
we are challenged to manage 
our anger in healthy and healing 
ways. An angry mood can be a 

very difficult thing to live with.  
Those around us will suffer if we 
live most of our waking hours 
with an angry mood. This is 
something to take seriously, and 
seek healing for if you are con-
stantly battling a bad/angry 
mood.  
     The life of the Christian disci-
ple is meant to be lived in mercy, 
thankfulness, and joy. Make it a 
goal during this Thanksgiving 
season to calm any storms that 
are raging in your life. Do as 
Paul says, “seek peace and pur-
sue it.”  In other words, let go of 
any anger that can lead to sin 
towards God, self, and others. 
This life is too short to be lived 
with a bad mood. Give God and 
others a 
thankful 
mood 
this 
Thanks-
giving 
season. 
Do as the 
Bible says, “In all things give 
thanks!” 
Scott Swartzendruber   
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Since September, Sunday nights have been a 
buzz of activity at Larry Pickard's house. I won-
der what his neighbors think! What a blessing 
Larry is to all of us! It's common to have 30 to 
40 kids show up between 6:00 and 7:00 for 
some social time and good food. The food has 
been provided by various people that have 
made it their ministry to cook, bake, chop, slice 
or donate. I hope they realize how much a part 
of the evening the light meal is to bring us all 
together in a sense of community and ready to 
start into the 7:00 Bible Study! Mary Fern 
Chupp and Aline Schipper are exceptional in 
providing an entire meal for the group once a 
month! If anyone else would like to minister in 
this area, there are still a couple of openings to 
be filled in December, and then on into the new 
year. Teenagers (and Joel) love to eat! 
     Do some of you remember the catchy jingle 
from the late 1980's commercial “This is not 
your father's Oldsmobile” to introduce the then 
newly designed Cutlass Supreme? Since help-
ing out with the youth group, I have thought of 
that jingle a time or two. KMC Youth Group is 
different than the group I attended as a teen.  It 
is probably even different than what KMC Youth 
Group was 5 to 10 years ago.  Primarily, it is 
different because it has reached out beyond 
the 10 or so families with teens from KMC.  
Over several years, KMC kids have invited their 
friends, and some of those kids brought friends 
as well. Some of those kids go to other 
churches; some of those kids don't go to 
church at all. We have kids from at least 5 dif-
ferent schools. If the kids would like to see 
more kids there from their school, we would 
encourage them to invite them! 
     If the word “ministry” from the first para-
graph caught your eye, that is really what it is. 
Because of the larger number of kids, and kids 
from a variety of backgrounds, we have a few 
more adults helping out on Sunday nights. Lynn 
and Janice Hostetler, Brian and Brenda 

Christiansen, Kerri Hostetler (until she moved), 
August Schrock, Jeff Miller, Rodney Gehman 
(and sometimes Jodi and kids), Jeremy and Re-
nea Pickard, Joel Schillerstrom and myself all 
show up on Sunday nights. Curt and Dawn 
Wyse also attend the once a month leader's 
meetings and will fill in on Sunday nights if 
needed.  
     Jeremy is someone that has a passion about 
sharing from God's Word as he leads the 7:00 
Bible Study.  His excitement is contagious and 
the kids are definitely plugged in. If for some 
reason Jeremy can't be there, Rodney takes 
the helm as leader. Brenda and I agree that we 
are learning things right along with the kids. We 
never knew Luke was a Dr. and was a freak 
about getting the facts straight...or the reason 
behind why they put so many of those names in 
the Bible! We have started breaking into small 
groups for a short portion of the time. Two 
groups of girls and two groups of guys are di-
vided among us adults.  It's an opportunity to 
share blessings or concerns and to ask them 
some personal questions that relate to the Bi-
ble Study that night.  We then return to the big 
room all together for the main Bible Study. 
     If you ever want to drop by to see what we 
are up to on a Sunday evening, please do!  If 
you feel your gift of ministry involves providing 
food for teenagers, opening up your home for 
occasional activities, giving your time to help 
with transportation, helping to fund a teenager 
to attend Conference or Acquire the Fire, or 
being a prayer warrior, please know that this 
very local “ministry” really appreciates all you 
do!                                             
Betsy Schillerstrom 
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At MYF I was faced with a question. Where do I 
stand with God? But I'm getting ahead of my-
self. Rodney had us fill out a chart showing how 
throughout our lives have we felt as close to 
God-like as humanly possible. He said that 
most charts probably had their ups and downs. 
As I started out filling out my chart, I really 
thought about it. I've never really had anything 
bad happen to me. Nothing that pulled me very 
far away from God. It was all reflected in my 
chart. Mine steadily grew closer and closer to 
the higher end of the God-like section. I was 
wondering why mine was different from the  
majority. Again I really thought about it and 
again I realized that I had something that I 
loved that drew me closer to God every year: 
Bible Memory Camp, BMC. Every time I would 
start to fade away from God I had either BMC 
summer camp or BMC fall camp.  
     After we finished the charts we started dis-
cussing the question Where do I stand with 
God? There were four wrapped "presents". The 
first one was labeled Rely. Most new believers 
are in this category, trying to give everything to 
God, try-
ing to rely 
on Him for 
the little 
things and 
the big 
things. 
The sec-
ond box 
was Obey. 
Obeying 
God, 
obeying 
your parents, obeying. This one is a little bit 
harder than relying for me. Not only do you 
have to rely on God but you have to give Him 
control of your life by obeying Him. The third 
was Relax. This one was a tad confusing. When 
your life is feeling messed up and wrecked and 

everything feels like it's going wrong, which 
happens quite a bit when you are in charge of a 
grocery store, you need to find peace and re-
laxation in God. The final one is Expect. We are 
supposed to expect God to be involved in our 
lives. We also need to expect God to use us, in-
cluding our inadequacies. People tell me that 
they are expecting great things in my life. To 
me that just seems ridiculous because I don't 
feel exactly special.  
     As Rodney was explaining all of this to us I 
felt a little jolt when he got to expect. Now I 
know I am extremely and notoriously known for 
having a strong will, but I don't feel like I am go-
ing to become someone people would remem-
ber, someone who leaves a lasting impression. 
I started to realize that I am no longer mine, I 
am God's. He can do amazing things with peo-
ple like me, like you, like them. We see these 
people who did these amazing things and wish 
we could be more like them, but seriously what 
it comes down to is expecting God to use you in 
his big plan.  
     There was one more thing to be explained 
about these "presents". There was a reason 
they were wrapped. If you went around carry-
ing just a plain old box no one would really care 
or realize what was inside it, but if you went 
around carrying a box wrapped in wrapping 
paper everyone would realize it's a present. By 
having the boxes wrapped it's like showing the 
world that we have the gift of Christ in our lives. 
After everything was explained we placed our 
charts in the boxes where we felt called. For 
the third time the question, Where do I stand 
with God? danced through my head. I placed 
my chart in one of the boxes and I truly know 
that that is where I stand with God. Now I am 
asking you this question. Where do you stand 
with God? 
Larissa Wyse, MYF Reporter 
 

Rely. Obey. Relax. Expect. 
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In Pursuit 
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I make lists. Lists are useful in my life. They 
help me to remember things I might otherwise 
forget. They help me plan my day, week, sea-
son, project, etc. But truthfully, the reason I 
like lists is because I love to cross things off my 
lists. It makes me feel like I accomplished 
something. Though I do confess, I have been 
known to put things on my list that I have al-
ready done just so that I can have the pleasure 
of marking them off. It just feels so good to feel 
I am moving forward in the direction I intended 
to go. 
     The down side of a list is when I go to my list 
and realize there is nothing I can cross. It 
makes me sad to have nothing to cross off. 
There may have been good reasons for me to 
not do things 
on my list, but 
my need for 
personal ac-
complishment 
can bring out 
feelings that 
don’t reflect 
what really 
happened. I 
am focusing 
on my own 
personal 
agenda and not on the big picture of what God 
allowed to touch my life in that situation. Too 
often I use my lists to pat myself on the back 
and say, “See what I did!” It is the wrong meas-
ure to use to evaluate my life.   
     There is a story of a man in the Bible that 
uses a list of “un-accomplishments” as a rea-
son why he can’t do something God asks of 
him. In Judges 6 and 7, we see God telling 
Gideon that He is sending him to rescue Israel. 
Gideon’s response is that he is from the weak-
est clan in the tribe of Manasseh and he is the 
youngest in his household. God basically says 
that it doesn’t matter who Gideon is or isn’t. It 
doesn’t matter what Gideon has or hasn’t 

done. What matters is that God is God. So after 
several rounds of God showing Gideon that He 
is God, Gideon agrees to do what God wants 
him to do. (I encourage you to read these chap-
ters. There are a lot of good lessons and en-
couragement in it.) 
     Gideon has agreed to go to battle, as God 
told him to do. So Gideon got a lot of people to 
go to battle with him. Now if it were me, I would 
think that getting a lot of people on my side 
who are actually willing to put the work into the 
project would be a good thing. But God didn’t 
see it that way.  These are God’s words about 
the situation, “You have too many people on 
your side. If I were to hand Midian over to 
them, the Israelites might claim credit for 
themselves rather than for me, thinking,’ We 
saved ourselves.’” 
     God wants the credit (glory) that is rightfully 
His. Matthew 5:16 states it well. “In the same 
way, let your light shine before people, so they 
can see the good things you do and praise your 
Father who is in heaven.” God got Gideon to 
cut down the army he was leading to a small 
enough size that God would receive the glory 
for their success.   
     Bringing glory to God is an important goal 

for a disciple of Christ. I have been convicted 

of this to the point where I prayed for God to 

give me opportunities to bring honor and glory 

to Him. I want to caution you about asking God 

for opportunities to grow. You better really 

mean it, because God will answer these 

prayers often with “challenges” to cause you to 

grow. I think this is summed up in a quote from 

the movie Evan Almighty. It goes like this: "Let 

me ask you something. If someone prays for 

patience, you think God gives them patience? 

Or does he give them the opportunity to be pa-

tient? If he prayed for courage, does God give 

him courage, or does he give him opportunities 

to be courageous?                     (cont. on page 5)   



(Cont. from page 4)   
If someone prayed for the family to be closer, 
do you think God zaps them with warm fuzzy 
feelings, or does he give them opportunities to 
love each other?" (Curt once decided to pray 
for me to have more patience.  He truly thought 
he was doing me a favor …) The bottom line is 
that God is serious about wanting His disciples 
to grow.  
    I asked God 
to help me 
grow in the 
area of giving 
Him glory. I 
have my ‘to do’ 
list written and 
I am going to 
follow it in order to give God more glory in my 
life. Good plan, right? So I am going about my 
life. I work, take care of the house, run er-
rands, etc. A couple days after I prayed this 
prayer, my daughter and I are picking up some 
things in Iowa City that I need for a project  
when someone I know comes up to me to talk. 
He tells me he appreciates something I had 
done. I say, ‘Thanks.’ Then we talk about our 
errand and part ways. As I am walking out the 
door of the store, God taps me on the shoulder 
and says, “I thought you were going to give me 
the glory.” Immediately, I knew I had blown an 
opportunity. 
     It crossed my mind to go back in the store 
and tell the person that anything I do well 
comes from God, but I reasoned that it 
sounded like a “holier than thou” conversation 
and that wouldn’t please God. Besides, thank 
you is an appropriate response in that situation 
most of the time. My trouble was that in my par-
ticular situation I had asked God to give me op-
portunities to give Him glory. In turn God had 
granted me this opportunity and I ignored it. I 
was in the wrong. 
     My response was to ask God for forgive-
ness. It was a good thing to do. It reconciled 
me to God. So I think that God is done with the 
situation, but no. For the next couple of hours I 
resisted God’s nudging me to contact the per-
son and let them know that God deserves the 
glory for what they appreciated in me. I rea-

soned to myself.  I tried to ignore God. I drug 
my feet. It eventually hit me that God wasn’t 
going to let me have His peace until I followed 
His direction in this. I sat down and sent a note 
to that person. Then God’s peace re-entered 
my life. 
     It wasn’t about that person. It was about my 
desire to grow in my relationship with God 
enough to let God choose the way to make it 
happen. It was about God wanting me to grow. 
It was about me making my life about encour-
aging myself and others to give all praise and 
glory to God. It was about my pursuit of inti-
macy with God. Either I would use the opportu-
nity to grow towards God or I would choose to 
step further away from God and put an obsta-
cle in my relationship with Him. 
     A quote from the book, Wild Goose Chase by 
Mark Batterson, rings true for me particularly 
in this situation.  “When we lack the guts to 
step out in faith, we rob God of the glory that 
rightfully belongs to Him.” God wants to write 
His story through our lives. Do we have the 
guts to allow Him to do it? 
     I can go along happily crossing things off my 
many lists, telling myself what a good job I am 
doing or I can stand back and thank God for 
giving me a list of things to do and for giving 
me everything I need in order to accomplish 
the things He has put on my list. May I remem-
ber to always give God the glory in all situa-
tions.  Praise be to God!   
As always, in pursuit. Dawn Wyse 
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Well, we just saw our 1st Black Bear in the wild 
as we were driving on I-80 through Pennsyl-
vania.  We saw brake lights come on and then 
saw this big bear “hot footin’ it” across two 
lanes of traffic.  That was kind of exciting.  
Now for more exciting news.           
     Remember how the Israelites wanted to 
have a king, so God put a king in charge of the 
people.  
Well we 
now have 
a new 
king re-
siding in 
the Mid-
Prairie 
School 
district.  
Yes, 
Chase 
Murray 
was re-
cently 
elected 
king of 
Mid-
Prairie’s 
Home-
coming!  Congratulations Chase! 
     Ruby Yoder recently retired from Pleasant-
view Home.  She worked in the food service 
department for 28 years.  Now she will have 
more time to ride along with Harvey when he 
makes deliveries. Congratulations, Ruby! 
     The Genesis SS Class had a “chili cookout” 
several weekends ago down by the English 
River and  hosted by Ronnie & Fannie Miller.  
Everyone brought guests for a total count of 
about 25 people.  They cooked their chili in a 
big black kettle over a wood fire.  Then had 
popcorn from the kettle as well.  They had a 
bonfire and sang campfire songs, such as 
“Kumbaya”, “She’ll be coming around the 

mountain”, & “Ring of Fire’, thanks to Tyler 
Hoppman. 
     Nate Yoder recently ran in the Twin Cities 
Marathon.  Now I thought running the mile in 
high school was a lot of work, but 26.2 
miles???  This was Nate’s second marathon 
and I am sure he logged a lot of miles in prepa-
ration.  Congratulations!   
     Joe Hershberger goes bowling on a weekly 
basis in a senior league up at Colonial Lanes.  
Recently he bowled a 560 series, which is the 
total of three games.  His one game high was 
192 that day.  Wow!  He has bowled games 
that high before, but it had been quite a few 
years ago.  Oh, did I mention that Joe is 90!  
Way to go Joe. 
     Well that about does it for this month.  No-
vember 6th is coming up, so remember to get 
your pillows cleaned that day at KMC.  And you 
can go vote that day as well.  We are looking 
forward to the World Series.  Go Tigers! 
So long for now,   Ed V. & Carol Miller 

What’s Happening!!! 
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K a l o n a  M e n n o n i t e  C h u r c h   

Fred was diagnosed with kidney disease at age 16.  He was on dialysis 6 months and then re-
ceived a kidney from a deceased donor.  The date of his first transplant was September 27, 
1974.  Fred has been on dialysis nearly 10 years prior to this transplant, due to the failure of 
that kidney. Note that this transplant was September 27, 2012.  The medical advancements are 
amazing and now different blood types can be used as donors for transplants, as was the case 
with Mim and Fred.  What a gift of life this is!   Fred is so grateful for all the warm wishes, 
prayers and support given.  Fred and Judy say, “Our Church Family is the best!” 
 
Thank you to our church family for your expressions of concern to us!  We ask that you continue 
to pray for healing for Fred's body and we thank our heavenly Father for all the healing that has 
already happened!!! Fred & Judy Yoder, Mim & Sheldon Nisly 


